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Amendments to the Claims: 

Please amend claim 3 as shown in the following claim listing: 

Testin g of Claims 

1-2. (Canceled) 

3. (Currently amended) A method for making a multilayered optical film, comprising: 

(a) providing at least a first and a second stream of resin; 

(b) providing a feeder tube plate having a first plurality of conduits, and having a second 
plurality of conduits interleaved with the first plurality of conduits; 

(c) feeding the first stream into the first plurality of conduits and the second stream into 

the second plurality of conduits; 

(d) providing a slot die for each of the first and second plurality of conduits such that the 
first and second streams are divided into a plurality of interleaved layers to yield a composite 
stream; 

(e) passing the composite stream through an extrusion die to form a multilayer web in 
which each layer is generally parallel to the major surface of adjacent layers; and 

(f) heating the first and second streams of resin with at least one axial rod heater Jhat 
extends alone at least one of the first and s econd plurality of conduits . 

4. (Previously presented) The method of claim 3, further comprising: 

(g) positioning the at least one axial rod heater proximate the first and second plurality of 

conduits. 

5. (Previously presented) The method of claim 3, further comprising: 

(g) positioning the at least one axial rod heater between the first and second plurality of 
conduits. 

6. (Previously presented) The method of claim 3, further comprising: 
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(g) varying temperature of the at least one axial rod heater in zones along a length of the 
axial rod heater. 

7. (Previously presented) The method of claim 3, wherein the heating step comprises 
heating with a plurality of axial rod heaters. 

8. (Previously presented) The method of claim 7, wherein the heating step comprises 
heating with a first axial rod heater disposed iHOximate the first plurality of conduits and heating 
with a second axial rod heater disposed proximate the second plurality of conduits. 

9. (Previously presented) The method of claim 3, farther comprising after step (d): 

(g) passing the composite stream into a multiplier where the composite stream is divided 
into a plurality of substreams, the multiplier expanding at least one of the substreams in a 
direction transverse to its direction of flow; and 

(h) recombining the substreams to increase the number of layers in the composite stream. 

1 0. (Previously presented) The method of claim 3, further comprising: 

(g) casting the multilayer web onto a casting roll to form a cast multilayer film. 

1 1 . (Previously presented) The method of claim 1 0, further comprising: 

(h) quenching said multilayer web during the casting step. 
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